The Jewish Cemetery
of Sathmar

INTRODUCTION
Beth Hachaim – The Home of the Living – is how Jews call their cemeteries, because they consider
the dead alive for ever and their souls immortal. A renowned phisicist let engraving on his tomb the
following truth: “I am still being, just changed my aggregate”.
But The Home of the Living, the cemetery, lives for as long as it maintains a spiritual tie with the
descendants and conveys a meaning to posterity, then nothing is less desolate than a forgotten
cemetery. Fortunately, remembering the ancestors is part of our respect to them, and respecting
them is a mitzvah for us.
This portfolio was thought to be a full documentation of the Jewish Cemetery from Sathmar.
The main intention was to give a helping hand to those who are looking for the graves of their
ancestors, then to help each documentary work regarding to Jewish burial sites, genealogy, etc.
For that purpose, each readable gravestone (more then 2,300) - standing, fallen or broken,
beginning with the oldest ones – have been photographed. More than 1,000 gravestones were
cleaned with sandpaper to make readable at least the engraved names. Despite of my effort to
document so much graves as possible, there were some missing gravestones, or not readable at all,
especially those made of limestone.
The pictures are recorded on two DVDs included in this portfolio, together with the pages of the
cemetery registry. These can be viewed on each PC, magnified or printed if wanted.
The Orthodox Cemetery Registry pages are scaned to avoid mistakes at transcription, but those of
the Status Quo Ante cemetery are completed using the original register.
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Summary of Jewish History
in Satu Mare
For the first time the Jewish presence is confirmed in Satmar in 1712, having origins in Galitia and
Moravia. Some historians consider that there were Jews in Satu Mare from the XIVth century. The
count Károlyi Sándor established in 1724 a few families of Jews in Carei and Ardud. More Jews from
neighboring counties Maramures, Szabolcs,Ugocea and Galitia established in Satu Mare’s provinces.
Therefore in 1786 there were already 1,796 Jews in Carei and 2,573 in the whole county. Their
number increased constantly as follows:
1,305 in 1825
16,841 in 1870
29,468 in 1910.
The Sathmarer Jews were involved in trade and industry. In 1842 the settling of the Jews was
allowed in the town of Satu Mare. The first families set in town were Grosz, Borghida, Spitz, Daniel,
Steinberger, Kesztenbaum, Trebics, Farkas, Klein, Freud. In the same year it was formed the first
Jewish community in town, and the first synagogue was built between 1852 and 1858 on the
Decebal street. Later, the present Great Synagogue was built in its place, featuring 850 seats. The
architecture copied the synagogues from Oradea and Dej.
Starting to 1867, according to the new legislature that allowed the emancipation of the Jews, they
were allowed to buy and trade real estates. The way of purchasing large agricultural lands was
opened. One of the biggest owners was Csengeri Mayer family from Cărăşeu. The prewar trade
was flourishing being coordinated vastly by Jews through large and modern stores. The Jews
contributed to the industrial development, to the economic growth of the county generally.

The Satu Mare’s industry was lead by Jews also, Freud- textile industry, Szabo and Reiter- Unio
factory, brother Princz- enameled pots and machinery, Markovits- alcohol industry, and so on.
In the first lines of the intelectual professions there were also Jews, most of them were doctors,
lawyers, engineers.
In 1850, Satu Mare had 128 Jews, in 1880 there were 2,855, in 1910 were 7,194, in 1941 were 12,960
out of a total of 52,048 inhabitants, being the fourth Transilvanian town with a great number of
Jewish inhabitants.
There were 2 synagogues and 25 worship houses. In the town there were 2 Jewish communities:
the Orthodox and the Status Quo Ante established in 1898. The Orthodox community had the
following rabbis: Mandelbaum Benjamin 1842-1897, Grünwald Juda and Lazar 1897-1928 and
Teitelbaum Joel 1934-1944. The community Status Quo Ante was lead by Csengeri Mayer Sandor
as president, followed by Princz Armin, and rabbis were Jordan Sándor 1903-1935, Freidman Jozsef
1935-1944 and Klein Ernö 1946-1948.
Every community had its own cemetery. In 1905 the Zionist Organization was formed under the
care of chief rabbi Dr. Jordan Sándor, being led afterwards by Borgida Jozsef and Schwartz Lajos.
Later the following organizations were established: Barissia, Mirzrachi, Betar, Hassomer Haccair. The
first Jewish school was opened in 1864 and so in 1936 the following schools existed: Talmud Tora
on Petőfi Street, Tarbut on Cuza Vodă Street, Saare Tora on Decebal, Sefard on Martirilor Deportaţi
Street. The elementary school was built on Decebal Street in 1920.
Socially, there are opened The Jewish House for Social Help, Jewish Orphanage, The Jewish Women
Association. In 1927 The Jewish Hospital was established, well equipped thanks to the donations
from Csengeri Mayer Sandor, Berall, Borgida, Princz and Guttmann .
Towns with vast Jewish population were: Baia Mare, Şomcuta Mare, Carei, Seini, Medieşul Aurit and
Livada.

In Carei there were two Orthodox communities and a Sephardic one. The Zionist Organization was
represented by Wizo and Aviva, Barissia, Mizrachi.
In the Jewish community from Carei the following were distinctive on economical field:
Reiter&Rossenberg with the brick factory, Spitz with wood trade, Roth with vinery,
Fried&Wasserlang with cereal trade. Also, it is to remind the fact that the Synagogue was built
between 1866-1890.

the times of cruelty live in a small community having the attorney Décsei Nicolae as a president.
Their old and tumultuous history, their former presence can be seen on the synagogues walls on
Decebal street and on the houses where families Princz, Borgida, Schönberger, Spitz lived, or the
funeral stones in the two Jewish cemeteries, in the terrifying Soap Monument and in the Holocaust
Memorial.

After the German occupation in Hungary, in March 19th 1944 the deportation preparation started
by the administrative-police system. On April 26th the state secretary Endre Laszlo orders during
the Satu Mare Council the deportation of the Transylvanian Jews. On May 3rd, the ghettos in Satu
Mare, Baia Mare and Mátészalka were to be opened. The Satu Mare ghetto was bordered by the
following streets : Rozelor, Kogalniceanu, Petőfi, Brâncoveanu, Martirilor Deportaţi.
The same horrific day, the Satu Mare representative, the mayor Csóka László, the Police Chief
Czégényi Károly, the Costabulary Chief Demény Miklós sent their teams to gather the Jews from
their houses. Three days later the action was accomplished In the ghetto there were gathered
18,900 Jews form Satu Mare, together with 2,200 from Carei and from the villages of Satu Mare
county. The ghetto commander was Sárközi Béla.
Part of the Jewish ghetto were also respected persons as: Schwartz Zoltan, Rosenberg Samuel,
Borgida Jozsef. From Satu Mare six trains carrying 3,300 people each departed to Auschwitz on May
19th, 22nd , 26th ,29th ,30th and June 1st with a total number of 18,863 deportees. The six trains
departed on a one way trip and stop in the death camps Birkenau and Auschwitz.
In 1946 the Peoples Court from
Cluj charged the responsible
ones from the local Horthy
administration. Some of them
managed to escape, some
remained to carry their sentences.
In June 1946 the Remember
ceremony of the murdered Jews
took place, occasion when the RIF
soap made by the Auschwitz Nazi
out of Jews was buried.
After the war at census in 1947,
in Satu Mare county there were
10,591 Jews.The remaining of
14,440 were killed by the Nazi.
The Jewish community from Satu
Mare gave along the time several
prominent names for their activity
in Satu Mare: the historian Acsady
Ignac, the deputy Chorin Ferenc
and Kelemen Samu, the political
scientist Jászi Oszkar, the writer
Csehi Gyula, Markovits Rodion
and Szép Ernö, the jurnalist Dénes
Sándor, the painter Erdös Pál, the
stage manager Harag György.
Today the Jewish survivors of

Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise.
You who dwell in the dust, awake and sing for joy!
Isaiah 26-19

The Jewish Cemetery
of Sathmar
The Jewish cemetery is located in Satu Mare, Str. 9 Mai No.2,
Romania.
There are two Jewish cemeteries: Orthodox and Neolog (Status
Quo Ante). The Orthodox cemetery was established at the
beginning of the 19th century. Noteworthy individuals lies buried
in the Orthodox (Hasidic) cemetery: large number of Cohanim
and four Rabbis (among them: Grünwald family and wife of Rabbi
Teitelbaum).
A masonry wall with a gate surrounds the both cemeteries. The
approximate size of the Orthodox cemetery is 19,873 square m.
Now, about 3000 stones are visible. About 100-500 stones are not
in original location and less than 25% of the stones are toppled or
broken. Gravestones removed over the years from the cemetery
are in unknown places.
The cemetery has special sections for men, Rabbis, and Cohanim.
The oldest known gravestone dates from first half of the 19th
century. The marble, granite, limestone, sandstone, concrete
local stone flat shaped, smoothed and inscribed, and carved
relief-decorated, double tombstones, and sculpted monuments
have Hebrew, Hungarian, and Romanian inscriptions. Some have
metallic elements other than bronze or iron. The cemetery has a
Holocaust Memorial. Vegetation overgrowth inside the cemetery
is not a problem due to permanent maintenance.

See now that I, even I, am he,
and there is no god beside me;
I kill and I make alive, I wound
and I heal and there is none
that can deliver out of my hand.
5Moses 32-39

Satu Mare, 2010 - All right reserved

The local Jewish community owns the property, used as Jewish
cemetery only. Adjacent properties are residential. Frequently,
private Jewish or non-Jewish visitors stop. Access is open with
permission.The cemetery was not vandalized. Maintenance and
current care is regular, unpaid caretaker is Mr. Bojani Ioan. Within
the limits of the cemetery is a preburial house and more than one
ohel. The preburial house has a tahara.

